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CYNGOR CYMUNED YR YSTOG 
CHURCHSTOKE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 
E J Humphreys MA Oxf, CertHE Community Governance, FSLCC 

Clerc i’r Cyngor | Clerk to the Council 
 

2 Rowes Terrace, Plough Bank, Montgomery, Powys, SY15 6QD. 

 
MINUTES of COUNCIL ORDINARY BUSINESS MEETING 

on Wednesday 30th June 2021 at 7.30pm 
held remotely on Zoom-Pro platform. 

 
1.0 Welcome, Attendance, Remote Meeting Etiquette and Apologies for 

Absence: to record attendance, to recap on the remote meeting etiquette, to 
receive and resolve if desired to approve absence(s) (paper 1 previously 
circulated). 
 
Attendance: Cllr B L Smith (Chairman), Cllr J Boundy, Cllr M J Jones, Cllr R K 
McLintock, Cllr A Richards, Cllr C P Smith, Cllr J N Wakelam. 
 
The Chairman welcomed members of the public. 
 
Apologies for absence approved by Council: None. 
 
Apologies for absence received: Cllr J Jones, Cllr D L Powell, Cllr D N Yapp. 
 
Other Members Absent: Cllr G Jameson. 
 
In attendance: E J Humphreys (Clerk to the Council). 
 

2.0 Declarations of Members’ Interests and Dispensations: to receive 
declarations of interest from Members in accordance with Part III of the Local 
Government Act 2000, which established the Local Government Code of 
Conduct for Members, and to note Members’ dispensations.  Members are 
asked to submit any declaration forms to the Clerk (papers 2a-b previously 
circulated). 
 
Members declared personal/ prejudicial interests at the start/ during the 
meeting as follows: 

Agenda 
Number 

Item Councillor Nature of Declaration 

6.5 Planning Applications M J Jones 

Personal & prejudicial interest as 
a member of Powys CC 
Planning, Taxi Licensing & 
Rights of Way Committee 

7.3 Allotments J N Wakelam 
Personal non prejudicial interest 
as an allotment holder 

 
3.0 Public Participation: to receive members of the public who wish to address 

the council in respect of any item of business included in the agenda.  Any 
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member of the public wishing to speak must notify the Clerk to the Council no 
later than 15 minutes prior to the start of the meeting. 
A member of the public addressed Council regarding agenda item 6.5 planning 
applications (21/0980/FUL and 21/0982/RES) highlighting: 

• Thanking the community council for the opportunity to make 
representations in person 

• Opinion that the applications appear overdevelopment of the site 

• The 21/0980/FUL is a resubmission of a previously withdrawn proposal for 
an extended site 

• A preference that 21/0980/FUL to be garden space rather than 
development space. 

 
The Chairman thanked the member of the public for their contribution and 
reminded those present that CCC is a consultee rather than decision maker on 
planning applications. 
 

4.0 Electoral Matters: Hyssington Ward: to note the resignation of G Frost as 
community councillor, and the Notice of Declaration of Vacancy, for Hyssington 
Ward and to brief Members on the process to fill the vacancy (paper 4 
previously circulated). 
The Clerk reported the resignation of Gary Frost as community councillor for 
Hyssington Ward and of the electoral process for filling the vacancy.  The Clerk 
also reported that resignation also creates a vacancy for Vice-Chairman 
election to which will be an item on next agenda. 

Action – Clerk to process vacancy 
Action – next agenda 

 
5.0 Minutes of Previous Meetings 
5.1 To approve & sign the minutes as a correct record of the remote Annual 

Meeting 26th May 2021 (paper 5.1 previously circulated). 
The minutes of the remote Annual Meeting 26th May 2021 were reviewed. 
 
RESOLVED 
The minutes of the remote Annual Meeting 26th May 2021 are approved and 
signed as a correct record. 
 

5.2 To approve & sign the minutes as a correct record of the remote Ordinary 
Business Meeting 26th May 2021 (paper 5.2 previously circulated). 
The minutes of the remote Ordinary Business Meeting 26th May 2021 were 
reviewed. 
 
RESOLVED 
The minutes of the remote Ordinary Business Meeting 26th May 2021 are 
approved and signed as a correct record. 
 

5.3 To report, for information purposes only, matters arising from the minutes of the 
remote Annual Meeting 26th May 2021. 
None. 
 

5.4 To report, for information purposes only, matters arising from the minutes of the 
remote Ordinary Business Meeting 26th May 2021. 
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None. 
 

6.0 Planning & Building Control 
6.1 Planning & Building Control General Correspondence: 

6.1.1 Planning Aid Wales: to receive details of training opportunities and to 
resolve if desired on attendance (papers 6.1a-b previously circulated). 
Council received information as follows: 

• Planning for Communities newsletter 

• The Value of Engagement in Planning training 12th Jul’21. 
 
The Clerk reminded Members that council has a training budget so to 
notify the Clerk if they wished to attend. 

Action – Members to notify 
& Clerk to process 

 
6.1.2 Other Correspondence: to receive and circulate for information such 

other planning and building control general correspondence as will be 
brought to the attention of the council by the Clerk. 
None. 
 

6.2 Powys CC Planning Determinations: to report from Powys CC notifying the 
community council of planning decisions, if any, in the community council area 
(paper 6.2 previously circulated). 
Council received notice of Powys CC planning determinations as follows: 

Ref. Site Powys CC Decision 

21/0611/FUL The View, Churchstoke Consent 

 
6.3 Planning Inspectorate Appeals: Notices of Appeals to receive & resolve 

responses to Notices of Planning Appeals including but not limited to those 
listed below.  Later Notices may be considered at the discretion of the Chair. 

Ref. Appellant Site Description 

None. 

 
6.4 Pre-application Consultations by Developers: to receive & resolve responses to 

pre-application consultations by developers including but not limited to those 
listed below.  Later applications may be considered at the discretion of the 
Chair. 

Ref. Applicant Site Description rec. 

None. 

 
6.5 Planning Applications: 

 
Declarations of Members’ Interests: 

• Cllr M J Jones having declared a personal and prejudicial interest left the 
meeting for this item. 

 
6.5.1 To receive, for information, representations regarding planning 

applications 
The Chairman referred Members to the representations regarding 
planning applications: 
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• From members of the public 21/0980/FUL (papers 6.5.2a-b 
previously circulated) 

• From members of the public 21/0982/RES (papers 6.5.2c-e 
previously circulated). 
 

6.5.2 To receive & resolve responses to consultations; full application(s) 
detail(s) at http://pa.powys.gov.uk/online-applications/?lang=EN 
including but not limited to those listed below.  Later applications may 
be considered at the discretion of the Chair. 
 
The Chairman referred Members to the consultations. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC responds to consultations on planning application as follows: 

Ref. Applicant Site Description rec. 

21/0653/FUL Mrs C Bowen, 
Hobby Garden Ltd, 
188 Kingfield Rd., 
Coventry 

Old Timber Yard, 
Snead 

Siting of up to 10 self-
storage containers on 
existing areas of 
hardstanding within a 
secure compound 
including erection of 
new 2.4 m high fence 
and gates and 
alterations to existing 
access 

S 

21/0980/RES Mr Arwyn Davies, 
SWG Construction 
Design & Renovate 
Ltd, Eagle House, 25 
Severn St., 
Welshpool 

Land Adjacent to 
Hollydene, Hall 
Bank, Churchstoke 

Reserved matters 
application in respect of 
outline planning 
consent 19/0993/OUT 
for the erection of 4 
dwellings (all matters 
reserved) 

N* 

21/0982/FUL Mr Arwyn Davies, 
SWG Construction 
Design & Renovate 
Ltd, Eagle House, 25 
Severn St., 
Welshpool 

Land Adjacent to 
Hollydene, Hall 
Bank, Churchstoke 

Change of use of 
agricultural land to 
domestic curtilage 
adjacent to allocated 
housing site 
(19/0993/OUT) 

S* 

21/1054/HH Mrs Donna Huber, 
Ash Barn, Great 
Argoed, 
Churchstoke 

Ash Barn, Great 
Argoed, 
Churchstoke, 
Montgomery 

Proposed single storey 
extension to existing 
dwelling 

S 

 
*21/0980/RES: CCC notes the application and wishes to express its concerns 
that the application appears to be to be an overdevelopment of a small site, and 
in addition there seems insufficient provision for vehicles turning space so that 
they can enter and exit the site in a forward direction. 
 
*21/0982/FUL: CCC supports the application on condition (and asks) that 
planning officers are able to place a restriction on the site so that there are no 
permitted development rights on the site. 
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Action – Clerk to process 
 

6.6 Applications for Works to Trees Subject to Tree Preservation Order or in a 
Conservation Area – to receive & resolve responses to consultations including 
but not limited to those listed below.  Later applications may be considered at 
the discretion of the Chair. 

Ref. Applicant Site Description rec. 

None. 

 
6.7 Planning Enforcement: 

6.7.1 From other bodies to CCC: to report for information, planning 
enforcement matters, if any, within the community as will be brought to 
the attention of the council by the Clerk). 
None. 
 

6.7.2 From CCC to Powys CC: to report planning enforcement matters within 
the community. 
The Chairman invited Members to bring forward planning enforcement 
matters within the community for the attention of the planning authority. 

 
7.0 Recreation 
7.1 Village Green at Hyssington: to report, and resolve if desired, from CCC’s 

representative to the Friends of the Green and Horsewell (FOTGAH) (Cllr R K 
McLintock). 
Cllr R K McLintock reported there appears to be no movement on the 
application by the registration authority (Powys CC). 
 

7.2 Churchstoke Recreation Association (CRA): to receive a verbal update report, 
and resolve if desired, from CCC’s representative to the CRA (Cllr C P Smith). 
Cllr C P Smith reported from the recent meeting of CRA 17th June where there 
was wide ranging consideration of application for CCC Green Grants, 
quotations for new boiler, providing broadband and Wi-Fi at the community hall, 
appointment of new caretaker and cleaner, review of constitution, possibility for 
a paid manager role on a trial basis.  Cllr C P Smith reported that the efforts 
bode favourably for the work of the CRA. 
 

7.3 Allotments: to consider, and resolve if desired, on maintenance contract for 
vacant plots in the interests of good husbandry of council assets and in 
consideration of other occupied plots.  Indicative costs may be available at the 
meeting. 
 
Declarations of Members’ Interests: 

• Cllr J N Wakelam declared a personal non-prejudicial interest for this item. 
 
The Clerk reported verbally on the problems of overgrowth on vacant plots – 
causing some concern for adjacent plot holders and being a disincentive for 
potential plot holders – and recommended Council to consider a contract for 
maintenance. 
 
RESOLVED:  
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CCC agrees, in principle, to a contract for maintenance of vacant plots pending 
further information on costs to be obtain by the Clerk. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

8.0 Churchstoke CP School: potential closure and public consultation 
8.1 To receive letter of thanks from Chair School Governing Body (paper 8.1 

previously circulated). 
Council received a letter of thanks from the Chair of the School Governing Body 
for CCC’s comprehensive reply to the public consultation. 
 

8.2 To receive further information, if any, from CCC’s representative to the School 
Governing Body (Cllr D N Yapp). 
The Clerk reported that Cllr D N Yapp has indicated earlier there is nothing 
further to report at present.  County Councillor M J Jones reported that the 
Powys CC Portfolio Holder is to meet the Chair of the Governing Body to 
explore alternatives to closure. 
 

9.0 Consultations 
9.1 Powys Teaching Health Board: Draft Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment: to 

receive the consultation closing 30th Jul’21, and to resolve whether to respond, 
and if so to elect a working party to bring forward recommendations to the July 
meeting (papers 9.1a-e previously circulated). 
The Chairman referred Council to the consultation. 
 
RESOVED 
CCC elects Cllr C P Smith to bring forward recommendations to the July 
meeting. 

Action – Cllr C P Smith with the Clerk 
& for July meeting 

 
10.0 Governance: Future Meeting Arrangements: to receive the Clerk’s report 

and outline options/costs on legal requirements for meetings in the light of such 
further guidance as may be issued by Welsh Government concerning the Local 
Government & Elections (Wales) Act 2021 (paper 10 previously circulated). 
Council received the Clerk’s report clarifying legal obligations, implications, 
options with indicative costs, and recommendations. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC agrees: 
a) To note this report 
b) To await clarification from Welsh Government on the intentions of the 

Act 
c) To resolve an in-principle preference for hybrid meetings, pending 

Welsh Government clarification and cost quotations 
d) To return to the July meeting with Welsh Government clarification 
e) To enquire availability of financial grant support for costs of equipment. 

Action – Clerk to process 
& for July meeting 

 
11.0 Finance and Assets 
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11.1 Finance Specific Correspondence: to receive and circulate for information 
such other financial correspondence as will be brought to the attention of the 
council by the Clerk. 
None. 
 

11.2 Financial Year 2020-21 
11.2.1 Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales (IRPW): to report 

publication and dispatch to the IRPW of Payments to Members for 
2020-21 (paper 11.2.1 previously circulated). 
The Clerk reported the annual return and report of Members’ 
Allowances (2020-21) which will be dispatched to the IRPW and 
posted to the council’s website.  Noted. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

11.2.2 Internal Audit and Accounts 2020-21: to receive the Internal Audit 
report and to receive and approve the Financial Accounts 2020-21 
(papers 11.2.2a-d previously circulated). 
The Clerk presented the Financial Accounts and Internal Audit 
report for 2020-21 and invited Members’ queries. 
 
RESOLVED: 
CCC receives and notes the internal audit report and approves the 
Financial Accounts for 2020-21 as presented. 
 

11.2.3 Annual Return of Accounting Statement & Statement of Assurance 
2020-21: to approve the Annual Return for dispatch to the external 
auditor (paper 11.2.3 previously circulated). 
The Clerk presented the Annual Return and Statement of Assurance 
required for external audit and answered Members’ queries. 
 
RESOLVED: 
CCC approves the Annual Return and Statement of Assurance 
2020-21 as presented, and that the Annual Return and Statement of 
Assurance should now be dispatched to external auditor. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 
The Chairman thanked the Clerk on behalf of Council for the work in 
the preparation and explanation of the accounts and audit 
documents. 

 
11.3 Items Received Since Last Meeting: to report for information. 

The Clerk reported items received since the last meetings as follows: 
Payer Description £ 

NatWest Bank Gross interest May’21 0.17 

M&G Investments Charibond dividend 0.70 

W M Morris Funeral Serv Cemetery burial fee (plot 443) 190.00 

W Steed Allotment rent  30.00 

D Doody Allotment rent  30.00 

Total 250.87 

 
11.4 Items for Payment: to resolve to approve items for payment as follows: 
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The Chairman referred Members to the items listed for payment. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC authorises payments as follows: 

Chq Payee Description £ex vat £vat £total 

1368 
Andrew Evans 
Landscapes Ltd 

Grounds Maintenance 
May 2021 (2 of 7) 

919.71 183.94 1,103.65 

1369 E J Humphreys Zoom Pro Jun’21 11.99 2.40 14.39 

1370 
Powys County 
Council 

RoSPA Play Area 
Inspection 2021 

60.00 12.00 72.00 

1371 One Voice Wales 
Training G Frost 
07/04/21 

30.00 0.00 30.00 

1372 Jamie Jones 
Rec Field verti-draining 
2020-21 x2 sessions 

400.00 0.00 400.00 

1373 
HM Revenue & 
Customs 

PAYE Q1 Apr-Jun’21 59.80 0.00 59.80 

1374 Lee Stephens 
Internal Audit 2020-21 
accs 

121.00 0.00 121.00 

Total for authorisation this meeting 1,602.50 198.34 1,800.84 

To report items previously authorised 

1375 E J Humphreys Clerk net salary Jun’21 As employment contract 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

11.5 Financial Balances: Consolidated Bank Balances: to report consolidated 
balances to date after transfers, receipts & payments. 
The Clerk reported on gross, ring-fenced funds & net available bank balances 
as follows: 

Item Current acc. £ Reserve acc. £ 

Gross balances 1,000.00 16,831.58 

Less consolidated ring-fenced funds 0.00 6,095.30 

Net balances available 1,000.00 10,736.28 

 
12.0 Highways & Rights of Way 
12.1 Highways & Rights of Way Specific Correspondence 

12.1.1 Powys CC: Definitive Map Modification Order (DMMO): to receive 
information regarding DMMO at Hyssington from the Highway C2056 
to the start of Public Footpath 13 (paper 12.1.1a-b previously 
circulated). 
Council received a reply and background information in response to 
its representation protesting the delay at the Rights of Way Authority 
in processing the application. 

 
12.1.2 Powys CC: to receive and circulate for information such other items of 

highways/ rights of way correspondence as will be brought be brought 
to the attention of the council by the Clerk. 
Council received and noted for information as follows: 
a) U2709 Old Churchstoke: to receive notice of emergency road 

closure 20-23rd Jun’21 (paper 12.1.2a-1 & 2 previously circulated 
to councillors). 
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b) C2009 Hyssington: to receive notice of emergency road closure 
20-23rd Jun’21 (paper 12.1.2b-1 & 2 previously circulated to 
councillors). 

 
12.2 Reports from CCC to Powys CC/ Shropshire Council: to report and resolve if 

desired, highways/ rights of way maintenance matters, if any. 
The Chairman invited Members to bring forward highways matters for the 
attention of the highways authorities. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC reports highways matters to Powys CC/ Shropshire Council as follows: 
a) C2009: though potholes have been repaired north-east of Llan 

Farmhouse near the BT service plate, there are others closer to the Llan 
turn junction with A488 which need repair 

b) U2716 between Lower House and Hyssington Farm: surface erosion still 
outstanding though C2056 pothole has been repaired near The Gables 

c) C2056 Cefn Bank, Hyssington: badly eroded surface both sides of Cefn 
Farm entrance is still outstanding despite CCC’s previous reports. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 
13.0 County Councillor & County Council Report: to receive a report, for 

information, from the county councillor & to discuss general Powys CC/ 
Shropshire Council matters 
a) Powys CC: County Cllr M J Jones reported as follows 

• Heart of Wales Property Services (HoWPS) partnership has been 
wound up and the service taken in-house. 

 
b) Shropshire Council: no report. 

 
14.0 Correspondence 
14.1 One Voice Wales/ Society of Local Council Clerks 

14.1.1 Training: to receive details of forthcoming training opportunities and to 
resolve if desired on attendance (paper 14.1.1 previously circulated). 
Council received details of remote training for Jul’21.  The Clerk asked 
Members to inform him if they wished to attend.  The Clerk also 
reminded Members of the requirement in Standing Orders to 
undertake Code of Conduct training. 

Action – Members to notify 
& Clerk to process 

 
14.1.2 Other Correspondence: to receive and circulate for information such 

other items of OVW/ SLCC correspondence as will be brought to the 
attention of the council by the Clerk. 
The Clerk reported correspondence, highlighting certain items, which 
will be circulated electronically post meeting where electronic copies 
are available, and set out in appendix 1. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

14.2 General Correspondence for Circulation 
14.2.1 Public Services Ombudsman for Wales: New Guidance on Code of 

Conduct: to receive the new guidance on the Code of Conduct for 
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Members of Community & Town Councils, and to note the council’s 
standing orders requiring Members to undertake training within six 
months of accepting office (paper 14.2.1 previously circulated). 
The Clerk reported the publication by Public Services Ombudsman for 
Wales the new clearer guidance on Code of Conduct for Members of 
Community & Town Councils and reminded Members of the 
requirement in Standing Orders to undertake Code of Conduct 
training. 
 

14.2.2 Powys CC: Broadband in Hard-to-Reach Premises: to receive 
information on UK Government call for evidence, and an offer of 
attendance at meeting (paper 14.2.2 previously circulated). 
Council received the call for evidence circulated by the Clerk prior to 
closing date. 
 

14.2.3 Powys CC: Liaison Meeting 19th Jul’21: to receive an invitation to 
Chairs and Clerks of community and town councils to a remote liaison 
meeting 14th Jul’21 (since amended to 19th Jul) 6-7.30pm (paper 
14.2.3 previously circulated). 
The Clerk reported the invitation from Powys CC to Chairs and Clerks 
to attend the liaison meeting. 
 

14.2.4 Other Correspondence: to receive and circulate for information such 
items of general correspondence as will be brought be brought to the 
attention of the council by the Clerk. 
The Clerk reported correspondence, highlighting certain items, which 
will be circulated electronically post meeting where electronic copies 
are available, and set out in appendix 2. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

15.0 Chairman’s Announcements, Items for Future Agenda & Date of Next 
Meeting 

15.1 Chairman’s announcements: to receive for information announcements from 
Chairman and Members. 
a) Clerk: Green Grants Applications: Members were reminded that the 

closing date for applications is 31st May’21 and the Green Grants 
Committee will be convened in July. 

 
15.2 Items for future agenda: to bring forward for information items for 

consideration for future agenda. 
a) Cllr R K McLintock: intra-community relations in Hyssington which may 

impact on CCC and its work. 
 

15.3 Date of next meeting for information: Ordinary Business Meeting Wed 28th 
Jul’21, 7.30pm. 
 

16.0 Confidential Session 
16.1 Resolution to Exclude the Public and Press: Under the Public Bodies 

(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (2) to resolve that members of the public 
and press be requested to leave the meeting by reason of the [specified] 
confidential nature of the business about to be transacted. 
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RESOLVED 
Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (2) CCC resolves 
that members of the public and press be requested to leave the meeting by 
reason of the [specified] confidential nature of the business about to be 
transacted. 
 

16.2 Confidential Correspondence [confidential reason: data protection of 
individuals]: to receive, and resolve if desired, such other business or 
correspondence of a confidential nature as will be brought to the attention of 
the council by the Clerk. 
None. 

 
Meeting ended – 9.35pm. 
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Appendix 1: One Voice Wales/SLCC correspondence circulated post meeting 
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Appendix 2: General correspondence received circulated post meeting 

 

 


